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[The Role of Audit Committees in Improving the Quality of External
Auditor Work]

(An applied study on a sample of Companies listed on the Saudi Stock Exchange)

Researchers:
[Dr. Al-Samani Atta Al-Mannan Abdel Rahim Mohamed]

[Dr. Mai Othman Ali]

Abstract:

This study aimed to highlight the role of audit committees in improving the quality of external
auditors' work. The research problem was addressed through the following questions: Do audit
committees contribute to improving the quality of external auditors' work? And do audit committees
face obstacles that limit their contribution to improving the quality of external auditors' work?

To achieve the study's objectives and find objective solutions to its problem, the researchers
hypothesized that audit committees contribute to improving the quality of external auditors' work, and
that there are no obstacles that limit their contribution to this improvement. The researchers used a
descriptive-analytical approach, in addition to employing several appropriate statistical methods,
including the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). After testing the hypotheses, the first
hypothesis (audit committees contribute to improving the quality of external auditors' work) was found
to be correct, as was the second hypothesis (audit committees do not face obstacles that limit their
contribution to improving the quality of external auditors' work). The researchers recommended
providing appropriate support to members of audit committees by placing them in an organizational
position that allows them to perform their tasks with complete independence, especially tasks related to
regulating the work of the external auditor, in addition to providing the material and human resources
that allow them to perform their tasks with a high degree of professionalism.
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